Botanical excursions to
autumnal Corfu
(Greece)

Prof. Dr. Dietmar Brandes
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Introduction

 Corfuis located in the lonian Sea, the island lies near the coast
of Epirus and Albania. The surface of the island amounts to
some 590 kmzZ.

« Corfu, the green island, is the wettest place of Greece. The
annual precipitation is about 1.100 mm. Due to the high rainfall,
Corfu is worth also to be visited in autumn for the purpose of
geobotanical excursions. All pictures are made in october 2009.

« The natural vegetation of Corfu is dominated by oak woods.
Today the lower zones are covered by olive groves. The
Venetians convinced the Corfiots to plant olive trees after the
devastation of the woods. The number of olive trees is estimated
today to 2.5 - 3 millions. The flora of the olive groves is very
diverse. The total flora of Corfu comprises some 1.410 species
(Borkowsky 1994).
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Arum italicum (Araceae), Parietaria judaica (Urticaceae) and Hedera helix (Araliaceae)







Bellis sylvestris (Asteraceae)
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Quercus ithaburensis subsp. macrolepis (Fagaceae)
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Quercus pubescens (Fagaceae)






Pistacia lentiscus (Anacardiaceae) &8
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&"‘ Ephedra m.pyllopoda (Ephedraceae)
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Ephedra campylopoda (Ephedraceae)
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Myrtus communis (Myrtaceae)
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Asparagus acutifolius (Asparagace
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(Asteraceae)
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8 Colchicum cupanii (Colchicaceae) |
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ginea maritima (Hyacinthaceae)
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Campanula versicolor (Campanulaceae)




Asplenlum Ceterach (Asplenlaceae)
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S < Euphorbia peplis (Euphorbiaceaé) .A :




Glaucium flavum (Papaveraceae)
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« Borkowski, O. (1994): Ubersicht der Flora von Korfu. —
Braunschweig, 202 p. (Braunschweiger Geobotanische

Arbeiten, 1.)

e Chilton, L. (1996): Provisional plant list for Corfu. — Retford,
24 n.

o Strid, A. & Tan, Kit (1997 - ): Flora Hellenica. Vol. 1 - . —
Konigstein.
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