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Content

This seminar explores mechanisms through which culture forms, persists, and changes.
Topics are based on the working paper of Fernandez (2025), which brings forth a frame-
work to understand how environments, historical shocks, and information flows interact
with socio-economic incentives to shape cultural beliefs and social norms. Within this
framework, students will review empirical and experimental economics research on im-
portant drivers of both long-term and contemporaneous culture changes. In addition to
providing the subject knowledge, the seminar aims to encourage and train students to
conduct independent economics research through evaluation of scientific articles, original
data analysis, and presentation of findings.

Prerequisites

Basic knowledge of Microeconomics and Macroeconomics is required. Prior knowledge of
Public Economics/Environmental Economics/Development Economics is helpful. Know-
ledge of Statistics/Econometrics is required to understand the empirical literature.

Requirements
The following are required from seminar participants:

e Attendance at the kick-off meeting

At least one consultation meeting with the instructor

Seminar presentation (20-minute presentation and 10-minute discussion)

Active participation and contribution to other presentations

Submission of the term paper (10-12 pages)

Each seminar topic (see below) is accompanied by a list of suggested literature. Each
paper may focus on a different sub-topic. The selected literature should first be discussed
in detail in student’s term paper: What is the research question? What are the hypotheses?
Which methods are used?” What are the results?. Subsequently, an independent extension
of the findings is to be made. Examples might include: comparison with recent research
literature, independently extending the analyses to more recent time point, replicating
the results using data from a different temporal or geographic context, or deriving and
discussing economic or social policy measures.

Student’s research plan should be discussed with the instructor. In the kick-off meeting,
information about the seminar schedule is given and the seminar topics are distributed.
In addition, helpful hints are given on how to conduct and write a research paper. The



seminar language is English. The guidelines for scientific papers at the Institute of Eco-
nomics can be found here. The formal guidelines must be strictly adhered to. Formal
aspects are part of the evaluation of the term paper.

Registration

Students can register for the seminar via Stud.IP from 22.09.2025.

Important dates

from 22.09.2025: Registration via Stud.IP

24.10.2025: Kick-off meeting and topic distribution (14:00-15:30, VWL institute)
12.12.2025: Group consultation (14:00-16:00, VWL institute)

06.02.2026: Block seminar, presentation (10:00-16:00, VWL institute)

01.03.2026: Submission deadline for the term paper (until end of day, via E-mail)

Seminar topics and literature

Please note that each suggested paper within a topic can function as the foundation for
the student’s own research.

1. Environment

e Enke, B. (2019). Kinship, cooperation, and the evolution of moral systems. The
Quarterly Journal of Economics, 134(2), 953-1019.

e Giuliano, P., & Nunn, N. (2021). Understanding cultural persistence and change.
The Review of Economic Studies, 88(4), 1541-1581.

2. Historical events

e Grosjean, P., & Khattar, R. (2019). It’s raining men! Hallelujah? The long-run
consequences of male-biased sex ratios. The Review of Economic Studies, 86(2),
723-754.

e Becker, S. O., Grosfeld, 1., Grosjean, P.; Voigtlander, N., & Zhuravskaya, E. (2020).
Forced migration and human capital: Evidence from post-WWII population trans-
fers. American Economic Review, 110(5), 1430-1463.

3. The media

e Kearney, M. S., & Levine, P. B. (2015). Media influences on social outcomes: The im-
pact of MTV’s 16 and Pregnant on teen childbearing. American Economic Review,
105(12), 3597-3632.

e Durante, R., Pinotti, P., & Tesei, A. (2019). The political legacy of entertainment
TV. American Economic Review, 109(7), 2497-2530.


https://www.tu-braunschweig.de/index.php?eID=dumpFile&t=f&f=153035&token=096f54ce49cb15d2486f314a2570e5e98b259665

e Bursztyn, L., Rao, A., Roth, C., & Yanagizawa-Drott, D. (2023). Opinions as facts.
The Review of Economic Studies, 90(4), 1832-1864.

4. Correcting beliefs

e Bursztyn, L., Gonzalez, A. L., & Yanagizawa-Drott, D. (2020). Misperceived soci-
al norms: Women working outside the home in Saudi Arabia. American economic
review, 110(10), 2997-3029.

e Bursztyn, L., Egorov, G., & Fiorin, S. (2020). From extreme to mainstream: The
erosion of social norms. American economic review, 110(11), 3522-3548.
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