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ELEVATOR PITCH (HOW TO CONVINCE WITH A SELF-PRESENTATION)

The following information and suggestions are intended to help you prepare and give a convincing
self-presentation, e.g. as part of a job interview, a visit to a company contact fair or a speed
dating/networking meeting.

Definition “Elevator Pitch®
Short, concise speech with which you want to convince a counterpart of your personality and/or an
idea. You only have as much time as a normal elevator ride would take (approx. 20-30 seconds).

The Pitch can be structured into four phases:
I.  Short self-introduction plus “attention grabber*
Il.  Linking personal expertise with employer requirements/projects
I1l.  Clear indication of potential benefits for potential employer
IV.  “Call to action“ (How can we proceed?)

[alternatively, structure with ,,AIDA“ model]
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Benefits of doing an elevator pitch:

e Brief and to-the-point
e Sparks interest
e Signals goal orientation, enthusiasm, and “can do-attitude®
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Example:
Master student Bioengineering with a desire for practical experience meets a regional Mechanical
Engineering company that develops and manufactures sugar-processing machines.

l. Short self-introduction plus “attention grabber

Hi, I'm Mary Fantasyname.

Recently, your company served as an example in one of our lectures. The latest
generation of your extraction plants was explained to us. | was quite impressed
by how you have managed to achieve even more sustainable production
through increased energy efficiency and improved feeding of separation
products into secondary processes. | then took a closer look at [company XYZ]
and imagined what it would be like to work for you.

1. Linking personal expertise with employer requirements/projects

... | do have a solid understanding of various fields
of food technology, process optimisation, and technical design through
three classes that | took. | also had the opportunity to compare three
processing methods in the food industry in a university lab and assessed
them with regard to various sustainability criteria.
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1. Clear indication of potential benefits for potential employer

—

... | can well picture that my skills and my interest in

sustainable production match with your future challenges,
but also with your corporate values. And | would be totally
motivated to support you as an intern or working student in
the development of innovative solutions, e.g. in the area of ....

V. “Call to Action“

... What do you say? Any chance you
could hook me up with a department
or team to explore this further?

Contac for further explanations or to request a counseling session:
Technische Universitdt Braunschweig

Transferservice

Servicestelle Alumni & Career

Rebenring 33 (Griindervilla)

38106 Braunschweig

phone: +49 531 391 4339
careerservice@tu-braunschweig.de
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