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Report on the 2015 International Conference on Inertial Sensors and Systems 

Prof. Dr.-Ing. habil. Gert F. Trommer, 
Conference Chairman

F
or the 9th time the international conference “Inertial Sensors 
and Systems” took place in Karlsruhe, Germany, organized 
by the Institute of Systems Optimization (ITE) together with 

the German Institute of Navigation (DGON), cosponsored by the 
Royal Institute of Navigation (RIN) and by the IEEE Aerospace 
and Electronic Systems Society (AESS).

This year the Symposium Gyro Technology celebrated its 50th 

evolving to cover multisensor aided inertial navigation systems.
While in the beginning the symposium was a German confer-

ence, soon it became an international one with respect to speak-
ers as well as attendees from western countries. Since 1993, due 
to the initiative of Prof. Sorg, Russian scientists have visited the 
conference. His opening to the East in the time of the Cold War 
was aimed at making a contribution to international understand-
ing. Thus along with our celebration of this 50th anniversary, we 

Peshekhonov, Member of the Russian Academy of Sciences and 
conference chairman of the IEEE-AESS cosponsored sister con-

ference “International Conference on Integrated Navigation Sys-
tems,” Saint Petersburg.

high quality presentations, but most important to provide a neutral 
forum for the networking of sometimes competing representatives 
of industry, governmental institutions, and academia. A total of 
approximately 190 visitors from 21 nations with a perfect mix of 
70% industry members and 30% attendees from research institutes 
and universities demonstrated the worldwide recognition of this 
conference.

We welcomed visitors from Austria, Canada, Egypt, France, 
Germany, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Norway, P. R. of 
China, Russia, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, 
Ukraine, United Kingdom, and the USA.

At this symposium the latest state of inertial sensors and navi-
gation systems was presented. Out of 36 submissions, 19 technical 
papers from 11 nations were presented, covering accelerometers, 
micro-electro-mechanical (MEMS) sensors, vibrating gyroscopes, 

-
plications, and simulation and testing. As modern systems for navi-

gation, localization, and guid-
ance are increasingly aided by 
data from noninertial sensors, 
papers covering hybrid systems 
formed an important part of this 
conference. [Figure 3]

A guided tour through the 
City of Karlsruhe, celebrating 
its 300th anniversary, as well 
as the great dinner at the Ball-
room of the Karlsruhe Institute 
of Technology, provided many 
opportunities for networking 
of the participants and deep-
ening personal relationship. 
[Figure 4]

For the last time Dr. W. 
Auch served as a member of 
the program committee due to 
his retirement in the near fu-
ture. For 28 years, he has been 
a constant factor with his per-
manent support of this event. 
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Trommer

We all appreciate his deep engagement and offer our sincere 
thanks. [Figure 5]

The members of the program committee came from the rel-
evant German inertial sensors and systems companies as well as 
from universities: Dr. W. Auch, Sagem Navigation; Dr. E. von 

Diehl BGT Defence; Dr. S. Zimmermann, Northrop Grumman 
Litef; and Prof. J. Wagner, University of Stuttgart.

The next conference “Inertial Sensors and Systems” will take 
place in Karlsruhe from 20 to 21 September 2016. Information as 
well as a photo gallery will be found at our website (iss.ite.kit.
edu). 

Figure 5. 
Dr. W. Auch accepts appreciation of his years as a member of the pro-
gram committee upon his retirement.

Figure 4.  
Attendees enjoy the many opportunities for networking provided and 
the forming or deepening of personal relationships.

Figure 3.  
The latest state of inertial sensors and navigation systems was presented 
in technical papers from 11 nations.
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