
Carolina Urbina Malo 
 

EDUCATION 

Leibniz Universität Hannover                                                                                                                      Hannover, Germany 

Ph.D                                                                                                                                                                   January 2021-(2023) 

• Fields: Soil Ecology, Biogeochemistry, Climate Change Biology 

• Dissertation: Resilience of grassland ecosystem services to abiotic stress depending on biodiversity. Within the project: 

Geo-ecosystems in Transition on the Tibetan Plateau (TransTiP). Supervised by Prof. Dr. Prof. Dr. Georg Guggenberger, 

Leibniz Universität Hannover, Hannover, Germany. 

 

University of Vienna                                                                                                                                            Vienna, Austria 

Master in Ecology and Ecosystems                                                                                                                              August 2020 

• Fields: Microbial Ecology, Soil Biogeochemistry, Climate Change Biology 

• Dissertation: Effect of soil warming on the rate and temperature sensitivity of microbial C and N processes in a temperate 

mountain forest. Supervised by Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Wanek, University of Vienna, Vienna, Austria.  

 

Universidad de los Andes                                                                                                                                 Bogotá, Colombia  

Bachelor of Science in Biology                                                                                                                                   October 2014 

• Fields: Forest Ecology, Primate Ecology, Conservation Biology 

• Dissertation: Ranging patterns of brown spider monkeys (Ateles hybridus) in a fragmented forest of northern Colombia. 

Supervised by Prof. Dr. Andrés Link, Universidad de los Andes, Bogotá, Colombia. 

 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

 

• MSc Dissertation (April 2019- August 2020) in Department of Microbial Ecology and Ecosystem Science. Supervised by 

Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Wanek, University of Vienna, Vienna, Austria. Project: Effect of soil warming on the rate and 

temperature sensitivity of microbial C and N processes in a temperate mountain forest. 

• Research assistant (October 2019- April 2020) in Department of Microbial Ecology and Ecosystem Science, University of 

Vienna, Austria. Supervised by Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Wanek, University of Vienna, Vienna. Project: Decadal forest soil 

warming: Effects on soil carbon and nutrient dynamics and GHG efflux. 

• Research assistant (December 2018- March 2019) in Department of Microbial Ecology and Ecosystem Science. Supervised 

by Dr. Jörg Schnecker, University of Vienna, Vienna, Austria. Project: Effects of microbial physiology on seasonal 

dynamics of soil carbon sequestration. 

• Research assistant (August 2018- October 2018) in Department of Microbial Ecology and Ecosystem Science. Supervised 

by Prof. Dr. Andreas Richter, University of Vienna, Vienna, Austria. Project: IAEA, Effect of Climate Change in Mountain 

Soils.  

• Research assistant (October 2014- November 2015) in The Owl Monkey Project, Formosa, Argentina. Supervised by Prof. 

Dr. Eduardo Fernández-Duque, YALE University, New Haven, USA. Project: Energetics of the biparental care in socially 

monogamous pair-bonded owl monkeys. 

• Field intern (August 2013- January 2014) in Fundación Proyecto Primates. Supervised by Prof. Dr. Andrés Link, 

Universidad de los Andes, Bogotá, Colombia. Project: Diet, behavior, and activity patterns in white faced capuchin 

monkeys Cebus albifrons in Northern Colombia.  

• Field intern (June 2012- July 2013) in Fundación Proyecto Primates. Supervised by Prof. Dr. Andrés Link, Universidad de 

los Andes, Bogotá, Colombia. Project: Population density and population structure of the Caribbean night monkey (Aotus 

griseimembra).  

• Laboratory assistant for the class “General Ecology” (August 2012- November 2012). Supervised by Prof. Dr. Pablo 

Stevenson, Universidad de los Andes, Bogotá, Colombia. 

 

CONTRIBUTION TO CONFERENCES 

 



• Urbina C, Tian Y, Shi C, Zhang S, Heitger M, Kwatcho Kengdo S, Borken W, Heinzle J, Schindlbacher A, Wanek W. 

Effect of soil warming on the rate and temperature sensitivity of microbial C and N processes in a temperate mountain 

forest. Presented at the European Geosciences Union 2020 Assembly, EGU 2020. 

• Tian Y, Urbina C, Shi C, Zhang S, Heitger M, Kwatcho Kengdo S, Borken W, Heinzle J, Schindlbacher A, Wanek W. 

Changes in soil warming effects on microbial C, N and P cycling across seasons in a temperate calcareous mixed forest . 

Presented at the European Geosciences Union 2020 Assembly, EGU 2020. 

• Shi C, Urbina C, Tian Y, Zhang S, Heitger M, Kwatcho Kengdo S, Borken W, Heinzle J, Schindlbacher A, Wanek W. 

Does long-term soil warming affect microbial element limitation? A test by short-term assays of microbial growth 

responses to labile C, N and P additions. Presented at the European Geosciences Union 2020 Assembly, EGU 2020.  

• Martin V, Wagner J, Speetjens N, Lodi R, Horak J, Urbina C, Mohrlok M, Rottensteiner C, Campo W, Durstewitz L, 

Tanski G, Fritz M, Lantuit H, Hugelius G, Richter A. How do microorganisms from permafrost soils respond to short-term 

warming?  Presented at the European Geosciences Union 2020 Assembly, EGU 2020.  

• Schnecker J, Simon E, Gündler P, Urbina C, Baldaszti L, Sandén T, Spiegel H, Richter A. Seasonal dynamics of soil 

microbial carbon use efficiency – Is growth or respiration driving CUE?  Presented at the American Geophysical Union 

2019 Assembly, AGU 2019. 

• Urbina C & Link A. Ranging patterns of brown spider monkeys (Ateles hybridus) in a fragmented forest of northern 

Colombia. Presented at II Argentinean Conference of Behavioral Sciences, COMPORTA 2015. 

• García A, Urbina C, Fernandez E. Relations between biparental care and the activity patterns in Owl monkeys (Aotus 

azarae). Presented at XII National Conference on Biological Anthropology, Argentina 2015. 

 

GRANTS 

 

• Margo Marsh Foundation (2013) Research grant ($2500 US) Project: Ecology, population density and population structure 

of the grey handed night monkey (Aotus griseimembra). Link A, De Luna G, Urbina C. 

• Ideal Wild (2013) Field equipment. Project: Ecology, population density and population structure of the grey handed night 

monkey (Aotus griseimembra). Urbina C.  

 

OUTREACH AND SCIENCE COMMUNICATION 

 

• Organizer of scientific illustration meetups at the Natural History Collection of the University of Vienna. Science & art 

outreach program in collaboration with Prof. Dr. Maximilian Petrasko, University of Vienna, Vienna, Austria. 2019. 

• Participation in the design of the conservation plan for the National Park Río Pilcomayo, Formosa, Argentina. April 2015. 

• Coordinator of students in the field research summer experience, The Owl Monkey Project, Formosa, Argentina. May-

August 2015. 

• Planning and Participation in conservation workshops with the Fundación Proyecto Primates, Norte de Santander, 

Colombia. 2013. 

 

LANGUAGES 

 

• Spanish: Mother tongue 

• English: C2 

• German: A2 
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