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CORAT antibody COR-101 binds and inhibits all B.1.617 SARS-CoV-2 variants, 

including the fast proliferating “delta” variant 

• Laboratory data show a strong binding of COR-101 against the SARS-CoV-2 “delta” variant. 

 

Braunschweig, June 22, 2021 – CORAT Therapeutics GmbH announced that its COR-101 antibody, 

currently in Phase Ib/II clinical trials against SARS-CoV-2, recognizes the latest aggressive 

“delta“ variant B.1.617.2. "COR-101 is under evaluation in hospitalized COVID-19 patients with 

moderate to severe symptoms. In this affected patient group, many of the currently approved 

antibodies cannot be applied," commented Dr. Andreas Herrmann, CEO of CORAT. Dr. Herrmann is 

confident about the use of COR-101 on the latest variants of SARS-CoV-2: "Our laboratory tests indicate 

that COR-101 recognizes the particularly aggressive new „delta” variant B.1.617.2, which is rapidly 

replacing the “alpha” variant B.1.1.7". 

 

On May 10th, the WHO classified the B.1.617.2 SARS-CoV-2 variants, first detected in India, as "of concern". 

According to current data from the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) the “delta” 

variant B.1.617.2 has replaced previous SARS-CoV-2 variants, including the "alpha" variant B.1.1.7, currently 

prevalent in Germany. COVID-19 vaccines currently in use have different efficacies against the newly emerging 

variants. Also, while vaccines can protect healthy people, they cannot cure people already suffering from 

COVID-19; moreover, not everyone responds to vaccination. For these patient groups, CORAT Therapeutics 

GmbH is developing a drug that has an effect against SARS-CoV-2 directly. 

Currently, three B.1.617 variants are described. According to ECDC analysis, combinations of these mutations 

likely increase transmissibility and decrease neutralization by convalescent plasma and previous specific 

therapeutic antibodies. This can explain the sharp increase in the number of cases in India in the recent weeks. 

In England, the "delta" variant is rapidly replacing the ”alpha” variant and led to a sharp increase of the 

incidence despite more than 80% of the people already obtained vaccine doses. In Germany, the "delta" variant 

shows a pronounced increase, too, according to reports from the Robert Koch Institute. 
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The treatment of COVID-19 patients with COR-101 is currently underway at five clinical sites in Germany – 

including Tuebingen, Dresden, Stuttgart, Braunschweig, and Leipzig. Dr. Andreas Herrmann, Managing Director 

of CORAT, commented: "After the first observations, we are confident to complete our Phase Ib study 

successfully in July 2021. With regards to the "delta" variant, which is spreading at a concerning rate, we are 

pleased to announce that COR-101 showed strong binding to coronavirus spike proteins with all described 

B.1.617 variants in laboratory tests. Therefore, although it has not been possible to test its activity against the 

"delta" variant in the clinic yet, we are very confident that COR-101 will be effective in patients also." 
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About CORAT Therapeutics GmbH: 

CORAT Therapeutics GmbH is a biopharmaceutical company founded in May 2020 as a spin-off of the Braunschweig-based biotechnology 

company YUMAB GmbH. The company is dedicated to the development of therapeutic products to combat SARS-CoV-2 mediated 

COVID-19 disease and contribute to the cure of COVID-19 affected individuals suffering from this disease. The company was co-funded 

by the Lower Saxony State Bank and private investors.  
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