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OPENS A BIO FIELD

BIG LITERARY FIND IN CONSTANTI

The 6rst Prediction was ril

ans fi]l a big gap in ouründerstr

for lbe metbod did not join the :

Since newspäPers nolonol

an excerpt from Heiberg's ow'

Hermes in 1907:

ln connecdon wilh üe rev'sr
lished nore than 25 Yeaß |
of üe facl that PaPadopolou
l,tüt r) that aPpeded in lE!

materjal Fonunately he inc

sufficed to demonstrate rnat

atternPt üroügh diplomatic c

hasen,l vent during üe s'rm

m;uscriPt rcsides in the tibr

fneodliness of the libranan I

to comparc and copv a ldge

evidenl lhat the manuscnpt
i.decipherable wiüout tbon

I had at mY dhposäl, I had th

Heiberg included a Phot(

on päge 30 The Page reProdr

is digitalll enhanced lo emPhl

of Christie's Images Ltd 1991

Bodies.
Somedme in the 1920s

years latet, it surfaced' as this

1998 announced:

Anciet
I Urns I

The article began
A mrr

bY mild
edges, v
Tfu[sdr
€xPert
reveal
Alchi
malical

The manuscript' which 1

fafirily, was to be auctione(

ARCHIMTDES

YOLI(' TmsDAg JUly 16, 190?._IOITRTEEN ?AOES

Savanr Discoveß Bookg
Archih€des, Copied About

900 a. D.

BIG TITERARY FIND
IN CON$TANTII{OPTE

whoth.r rh! turk. DcsrFy.d th. rl.
brari.r wh.n Th.y took th! cll,
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8IG LTTERARY FIND IN CONSTANTINOPLE

exDected iL to sell ibr $800.000 to $ 1 200,000 
'fhe Creek OLlhodox Patriarc f'^te

"ii"."""n", 
i'""*t- *,'"ü ir Fedeml coüft lhe dav before the säle to block

,i"^".,a". 
""t".i.. 

*. :udge. citingFfench law that asserts thal d partywho

O"y-" ^'r 
"ftr"" ",a "*", 

f, tbr rt least thity ye s äcquhes full title denied the

*o'"ii. 
o** *""*,0,0 b rdrcppedoutat$1 900'000 The wimring bid was

$2.000.000 (phs a l0'/c connnissioü to rhe anction lrouse) frcnr an ̂ noüvrnous

en 
"ri.nn 

.nlf".ut *fto t:tid lhrt $holäN will have access to the nlalruscfrpt'

So the nrdluscr ipl prlsed finü one xnorrynrous owner io anothef Howevef rne

ünr'"n*l-ntl"i,,* . rrke leg|I action to rccover the p:\llnpsest wlich

,n." *r"*O *^t stolen Eleü so tlre rew owner permitted it Lo be pul on

ä,.i'^r ," ü" *".", '*olic for thc hNl time in a thousand vea|s 'rs the New

V ( Tinles ol Februrrl 19. 1999 rcpo[ed

Eureka!
when the oldest sürviving coPY ol

ihe imlortant mathemaiical rrvof ks

of Ar.i imedes sold atchristre s i'l
Nev York thrs fa l l for$2 2 mi l l lon
tlie buver was a low"proflle Amcri"
cd1 colleclor who \T ished to remain
anonvmous. so mäth€matlcians, his'
briÄs, scientisß and scholars
thought th€y would lever see the Ar'

chrmpdes palimPsest agäIn
But th is , ,veek ihc wal teß ArtGal-

lery in B altlmore annouDced thal t

v/onld shqw tb€ manusc.ipt ü a spe-
.inlexhibition irom Jun€ 20 through

äan v ikrn.dtL"ctor  of  the wal '

Le,s,h;dSortcn r f  rouch wLth sLmon
Fnch, Ihe Londort dealer\tho bougnr
th. ma süiPt on behalt oi the col'
leclor.Itturnedout that the new
owner was a suPporter ol the Wal'

Mr. Vlkan,whois a Byzantne
schoiar. said the Walters dasrhe
!  rsh l  oLaceto show the wor!< bY Ar

.hrmed€s, the GLeFI nathematrcLän

aDd LnvertoL '  Wehovethe Largesr

ma.us.r  rPt  co lLect to |  ot  anv,mu_,-  -
qeüm Ln the courtLY
brt  l ike I ra ' i ing A.chrmedes s bfa ln In

Because the manuscr'ipt is deli-
cate. scientists at nearby Jobns Hop-

kins Ur)iversitywill diBrtrze the im_

asee so they can be more througnry
uiewea. "we'.e gorng to ao a-n auoiu'
vrsual t r lm to re l l the storyol  Arcni
medes," Mr. vikan sard, '10 tel
about the transition of cLassical
knowledge to modemtimes'

A DaUmDSest is aParchment or

othe; writing surtace rhat has been

used more than once. so th at the eir_

lier wrürne ts only partly vrsrble l ne

U4-page Arch imedes Pal'mPsestrs
rhc onlv manuscr iDlconlä ln 'ngme
matheinatlcian s Nlethodof Me-
.han(alTheorems and the or igrnäl
Greekvers,onof  On Float ingBod-
ies " coDied during the lothcentury
by a scribe in constantrnuple, the

text of Arclrrmedes s theorLes was

washed off in the 12th century bY

monks so thät lhe Parchment coulo
be re-used DiFitäl lechnology maKes
jrpossLble ro rcad ben€aththe
m;nks wntLne, r evealing Arcnrrne
des's text and geometricai dia'


