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My method is but a corollary of a general theory of transformations, by
the help of which any given figure whatever, by whatever equation it may
be accurately stated, is reduced to another analytically equivalent fig-
ure . . . Furthermore, the general method of transformations itself seems
to me proper to be counted among the most powerful methods of
analysis, for not merely does it serve for infinite series and approxima-
~ tions, but also for geometrical solutions and endless other things that are
scarcely manageable otherwise - - - The basis of the transformation is
this: that a given figure, with innumerable lines [ordinates] drawn in any
way (provided they are drawn according to some rule or law), may be
resolved into parts, and that the parts—or others equal to them—when
reassembled in another position or another form compose another figure,
equivalent to the former or of the same area even if the shape is quite
different; whence in many ways the quadratures can be attained - - -
These steps are such that they occur at once to anyone who proceeds
methodically under the guidance of Nature herself; and they contain the
true method of indivisibles as most generally conceived and, as far as I
know, not hitherto expounded with sufficient generality. For not merely
parallel and convergent straight lines, but any other lines also, straight or
curved, that are constructed by a definite law can be applied to the
resolution [of the original figure into parts that are to be reassembled to

form another figure]; but he who has grasped the universality of the
method will judge how great and how abstruse are the results that can
thence be obtained: For it is certain that all squarings hitherto known,
whether absolute or hypothetical, are but limited specimens of this.
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